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Jeffrey S. Tenenbaum

Jeffrey Tenenbaum chairs Venable's Nonprofit Organizations Practice Group, as well
as its Credit Counseling and Debt Services Industry Practice Group. He is one of the
nation's leading nonprofit attorneys, and also is an accomplished author, lecturer and
commentator on nonprofit legal matters. Based in the firm's Washington, D.C. office,
Mr. Tenenbaum counsels his clients on the broad array of legal issues affecting trade
and professional associations, charities, foundations, advocacy groups, and other
nonprofit organizations, and regularly represents clients before Congress, federal and
state regulatory agencies, and in connection with governmental investigations,
enforcement actions, litigation, and in dealing with the media.

Mr. Tenenbaum was the 2006 recipient of the American Bar Association's Outstanding
Nonprofit Lawyer of the Year Award, the inaugural (2004) recipient of the Washington
Business Journal's Top Washington Lawyers Award, the 2004 recipient of The Center
for Association Leadership's Chairman's Award, and the 1997 recipient of the Greater
Washington Society of Association Executives' Chairman's Award. He also was a 2008-
09 Fellow of the Bar Association of the District of Columbia and is AV Peer-Review
Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He started his career in the nonprofit community by
serving as Legal Section manager at the American Society of Association Executives,
following several years working on Capitol Hill.

REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS

American Academy of Physician Assistants
American Association of Museums
American College of Radiology
American Forests
American Institute of Architects
Air Conditioning Contractors of America
American Society for Microbiology
American Society for Training and Development
American Society of Anesthesiologists
American Society of Association Executives
American Society of Civil Engineers
American Society of Clinical Oncology
American Staffing Association
Association for Healthcare Philanthropy
Association of Corporate Counsel
Association of Private Sector Colleges and Universities
Automotive Aftermarket Industry Association
The College Board
Council on Foundations
Cruise Lines International Association
Foundation for the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award
Homeownership Preservation Foundation

Partner Washington, DC Office
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EDUCATION

J.D., Catholic University of
America, Columbus School of Law,
1996

B.A., Political Science, University
of Pennsylvania, 1990

MEMBERSHIPS

American Society of Association
Executives

California Society of Association
Executives

New York Society of Association
Executives

The Humane Society of the United States
Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of America
International Association of Exhibitions and Events
LeadingAge
Lions Club International
Money Management International
National Association of Chain Drug Stores
National Athletic Trainers' Association
National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship
National Defense Industrial Association
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation
National Hot Rod Association
National Propane Gas Association
National Retail Federation
National Student Clearinghouse
National Telecommunications Cooperative Association
The Nature Conservancy
NeighborWorks America
Peterson Institute for International Economics
Professional Liability Underwriting Society
Project Management Institute
Public Health Accreditation Board
Public Relations Society of America
Recording Industry Association of America
Romance Writers of America
Texas Association of School Boards
Trust for Architectural Easements
Volunteers of America

HONORS

Fellow, Bar Association of the District of Columbia, 2008-09

Recipient, American Bar Association Outstanding Nonprofit Lawyer of the Year
Award, 2006

Recipient, Washington Business Journal Top Washington Lawyers Award, 2004

Recipient, The Center for Association Leadership Chairman's Award, 2004

Recipient, Greater Washington Society of Association Executives Chairman's Award,
1997

Legal Section Manager / Government Affairs Issues Analyst, American Society of
Association Executives, 1993-95

AV® Peer-Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell

Listed in Who's Who in American Law and Who's Who in America, 2005-present
editions

ACTIVITIES

Mr. Tenenbaum is an active participant in the nonprofit community who currently
serves on the Editorial Advisory Board of the American Society of Association
Executives' Association Law & Policy legal journal, the Advisory Panel of Wiley/Jossey-
Bass’ Nonprofit Business Advisor newsletter, and the ASAE Public Policy Committee.
He previously served as Chairman of the AL&P Editorial Advisory Board and has
served on the ASAE Legal Section Council, the ASAE Association Management
Company Accreditation Commission, the GWSAE Foundation Board of Trustees, the
GWSAE Government and Public Affairs Advisory Council, the Federal City Club
Foundation Board of Directors, and the Editorial Advisory Board of Aspen's Nonprofit
Tax & Financial Strategies newsletter.

PUBLICATIONS

Mr. Tenenbaum is the author of the book, Association Tax Compliance Guide,
published by the American Society of Association Executives, and is a contributor to
numerous ASAE books, including Professional Practices in Association Management,



Association Law Compendium, The Power of Partnership, Essentials of the Profession
Learning System, Generating and Managing Nondues Revenue in Associations, and
several Information Background Kits. He also is a contributor to Exposed: A Legal Field
Guide for Nonprofit Executives, published by the Nonprofit Risk Management Center. In
addition, he is a frequent author for ASAE and many of the other principal nonprofit
industry organizations and publications, having written more than 300 articles on
nonprofit legal topics.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Mr. Tenenbaum is a frequent lecturer for ASAE and many of the major nonprofit
industry organizations, conducting over 30 speaking presentations each year,
including many with top Internal Revenue Service, Federal Trade Commission, U.S.
Department of Justice, Federal Communications Commission, and other governmental
officials. He served on the faculty of the ASAE Virtual Law School, and is a regular
commentator on nonprofit legal issues for The New York Times, The Washington Post,
Los Angeles Times, The Washington Times, The Baltimore Sun, Washington Business
Journal, Legal Times, Association Trends, CEO Update, and other periodicals. He also
has been interviewed on nonprofit legal issues on Voice of America Business radio.
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Tax-Exempt Organizations

Tax and Wealth Planning

Political Law

Regulatory

INDUSTRIES

Nonprofit Organizations and
Associations

Credit Counseling and Debt
Services

GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE

Attorney, Internal Revenue Service

BAR ADMISSIONS

Massachusetts

District of Columbia

EDUCATION

LL.M., Georgetown University Law
Center, 2006

J.D., Northeastern University
School of Law, 2003

B.A., Marquette University, 1999

Matthew T. Journy

Matt Journy is an associate in Venable's Washington, D.C. office, where he practices in
the Nonprofit Organizations and Associations practice group. In his practice, Mr.
Journy counsels trade and professional associations, public charities, private
foundations, and other nonprofits on a variety of tax, governance, and general
corporate matters, including tax exemption applications, audits, tax planning, joint
ventures, unrelated business income tax issues, lobbying, and charitable solicitation,
among other issues.

Having worked both as a regulator and tax consultant in the nonprofit community, Mr.
Journy draws upon his prior experience to provide clients with reliable and thorough
advice on the wide array of legal issues faced by nonprofits. Before joining Venable,
Mr. Journy worked at Ernst & Young, LLP in the National Tax Practice, where he
provided nonprofit clients with tax advice relating to corporate reorganizations,
expenditure responsibility for international grants, fundraising activities, commercial
co-ventures, unrelated business income, and post-issuance compliance for private
activity bonds. In addition to providing tax advice, Mr. Journy provided tax
compliance services, including the technical review of various federal and state tax
and information returns. Prior to joining Ernst & Young, Mr. Journy worked in the
Tax-Exempt/Government Entities Division of the IRS Office of Chief Counsel, where he
prepared legal and technical advice for field agents and composed legal memoranda
on a variety of issues affecting tax-exempt organizations.

PUBLICATIONS

 June 13, 2011, IRS Nonprofit College & University Compliance Project: Findings,
Examinations and Mock Audits

 May 13, 2011, IRS Denies 501(c)(3) Status to Bankruptcy Counseling Agency

 April 12, 2011, Internal Revenue Code Section 501(q) and Its Critical Implications
for the Nonprofit Housing Counseling Industry in Light of Recent IRS Guidance

 March 8, 2011, Sponsorships, Advertising, Endorsements, and Cause Marketing -
Understanding Critical UBIT Issues for Nonprofits

 December 16, 2010, So You Want To Be On The Internet ®

 October 18, 2010, Avoiding UBIT Pitfalls

 June 3, 2010, A Lesson in Compliance: IRS Releases Interim Report on Nonprofit
Colleges and Universities Compliance Project (Long Version)

 June 3, 2010, A Lesson in Compliance: IRS Releases Interim Report on Nonprofit
Colleges and Universities Compliance Project (Short Version)

 May-June 2010, The IRS Tax-Exempt Examination Process, Taxation of Exempts

 April 27, 2010, IRS Provides Guidance to Nonprofits Assisting Homeowners

 April 9, 2010, Legal Traps of Internet Activities for Nonprofits

Associate Washington, DC Office
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 March 9, 2010, Intermediate Sanctions: Why You Should Be Concerned about
Excess Benefit Transactions and How You Can Avoid Them

 January 12, 2010, FIN 48: What Every Nonprofit Needs to Know

 December 10, 2009, Avoiding IRS Audit Risks: Protecting Your Club’s Tax
Exemption

 October 6, 2009, Legal Traps of Internet Activities for Nonprofits

 June 17, 2009, Unrelated Business Income Tax

 June 2008, Advertising Considerations for Tax-Exempt Social Clubs

 June 2008, Requirements for Tax-Exempt Status under IRC § 501(c)(7): A Primer for
Social Clubs

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

 June 29, 2011, "Nonprofit Executive Compensation" for Association TRENDS

 June 16, 2011, Sponsorships, Advertising, Endorsements and Cause Marketing:
Understanding Critical UBIT Issues for Nonprofits

 June 13, 2011, "Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Compliance Project: Findings and
Examinations; 990 Discussions," 9th Annual Higher Education Compliance
Conference

 April 12, 2011, Internal Revenue Code Section 501(q) and Its Critical Implications
for the Nonprofit Housing Counseling Industry in Light of Recent IRS Guidance

 April 10, 2011, "Top Tax Issues Relating to Income Generated by State and
Municipal Organizations Exempt under Sections 115, 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4)" at the
2011 IMLA Mid-Year Seminar

 March 8, 2011, Legal Quick Hit: "Sponsorships, Advertising, Endorsements, and
Cause Marketing - Understanding Critical UBIT Issues for Nonprofits" for the
Association of Corporate Counsel's Nonprofit Organizations Committee

 October 18, 2010, "Confusing Stuff You Need to Know to Keep You and Your
Chamber Out of Trouble” for the Western Association of Chamber Executives
(WACE)

 June 8, 2010, Legal Quick Hit: "Lessons in Tax Compliance: The Broad Impact of the
IRS' Interim Report on the Colleges and Universities Compliance Project" for the
Association of Corporate Counsel's Nonprofit Organizations Committee

 April 9, 2010, "Legal Traps of Internet Activities for Nonprofits" a Lorman
Teleconference

 March 16, 2010, The Form 990: Dealing with the Fall Out (Audioconference)

 March 9, 2010, Legal Quick Hit: “Intermediate Sanctions: Why You Should Be
Concerned about Excess Benefit Transactions and How You Can Avoid Them” for
the Association of Corporate Counsel's Nonprofit Organizations Committee

 February 12, 2010, "Avoiding IRS Audit Risks: Protecting Your Club's Tax Exemption
Status from IRS Scrutiny" at the Club Managers Association of America (CMAA)
World Conference on Club Management

 January 12, 2010, Legal Quick Hit: "FIN 48: What Every Nonprofit Needs to Know" for
the Association of Corporate Counsel

 October 6, 2009, Legal Traps of Internet Activities for Nonprofits

 September 16, 2009, "The Impact of the New IRS Form 990 on Healthcare
Philanthropy: The Changes That You Need to Know About" to the Association for
Healthcare Philanthropy



AREAS OF PRACTICE

Tax-Exempt Organizations

Tax and Wealth Planning

Regulatory

INDUSTRIES

Nonprofit Organizations and
Associations

BAR ADMISSIONS

District of Columbia

EDUCATION

J.D., Duke University School of
Law, 2004

Duke Journal of Comparative and
International Law

B.A., Political Science, Smith
College, 1996

MEMBERSHIPS

Chair, ASAE Legal Symposium
Planning Committee

ASAE Legal Section Council

ASAE Association Law "Tool Kit"
Task Force

ASAE Technology Resources
Committee

Lisa M. Hix

Ms. Hix concentrates her practice on counseling charities, tr
associations, and other nonprofits on a wide range of legal t
exemption, intellectual property, corporate governance, and

Ms. Hix has broad experience in the nonprofit sector, having
capacities at nonprofit organizations, including as the Found
the Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT
Director of East Harlem Block Schools. This experience has
before Members of Congress and federal agencies. She also
practice of a large national law firm for four years before join

PUBLICATIONS

 May 13, 2011, Online Social Media and Nonprofits: Naviga

 April 28, 2011, Steering Clear of the Most Common Legal H
Convention Center and Meeting Contracts

 April 20, 2011, Navigating Nonprofit Partnerships, Joint Ve
Co-Ventures: How Arts Organizations Can Avoid the Legal

 March 29, 2011, Dangers and Opportunities: Navigating No
Collaborations, Joint Ventures and More

 March 8, 2011, Sponsorships, Advertising, Endorsements,
Understanding Critical UBIT Issues for Nonprofits

 February 3, 2011, Top Ten Legal Issues for Associations: C
How to Avoid Them

 December 16, 2010, So You Want To Be On The Internet ®

 December 6, 2010, Mergers, Alliances, Affiliations and Acq
Organizations: Financial and Legal Issues

 November 10, 2010, Legal Issues in Publishing – Copyrigh

 November 3, 2010, Cyberspace Risk: What You Don't Know

 September-October 2010, The Ins and Outs of Alliances an
Associations Now

 September 24, 2010, Doing Business in a Changing Econom
and Understanding Risk

 September 21, 2010, Legal Aspects of Social Networking a

 September 20, 2010, Best Practices for Negotiating Meetin
Economy

 August 24, 2010, Association Alliances, Partnerships and M

Associate
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 May 7, 2010, Combinations and Alliances Among Nonprofit Associations

 January 26, 2010, The Building Blocks for a Successful Nonprofit Merger

 December 15, 2009, Hotel Contract Clauses That Work: Understanding the Fine
Print

 December 15, 2009, Best Practices for Negotiating Hotel Contracts in the Current
Economy

 April 16, 2009, Steering Clear of the Most Common Legal Hazards in Hotel,
Convention Center, and Meeting Contracts

 March 12, 2009, IM N, R U? Managing the Nonprofit Legalities of Social Networking
and Online Media Platforms

 November 18, 2008, The Ten Most Common Online Legal Pitfalls for
Nonprofits...and How to Avoid Them

 September 16, 2008, Obtaining and Maintaining Tax-Exemption for Your Affiliates:
The Mechanics, Pros and Cons of Group Exemption

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

 August 8, 2011, "Cyberspace Risk: The Top Legal Traps for Asssociations," 2011
ASAE Annual Meeting

 June 16, 2011, Sponsorships, Advertising, Endorsements and Cause Marketing:
Understanding Critical UBIT Issues for Nonprofits

 May 18, 2011, "Mastering Tradeshow Contracts" at the 2011 Annual Association Law
Symposium in Chicago

 May 17, 2011, "Legal Aspects/Issues of Social Media Platforms" for the Kansas
Society of Association Executives

 May 13, 2011, "Cyberspace Risk: The Top Legal Traps for Associations," ASAE
Finance, HR & Business Operations Conference

 April 29, 2011 - May 3, 2011, "Trends in Law, Practice and Management of Copyright
and Licensing of Content" for the Council of Science Editors

 April 28, 2011, "Steering Clear of the Most Common Legal Hazards in Hotel,
Convention Center and Meeting Contracts" at ASAE's 2011 Springtime Expo

 March 29, 2011, "Dangers and Opportunities: Navigating Nonprofit Partnerships,
Collaborations, Joint Ventures and More" for Better Business Bureau New York

 March 8, 2011, Legal Quick Hit: "Sponsorships, Advertising, Endorsements, and
Cause Marketing - Understanding Critical UBIT Issues for Nonprofits" for the
Association of Corporate Counsel's Nonprofit Organizations Committee

 February 7, 2011, "Legal Update: What Every Tax-Exempt Association Should Know"
for the Commercial Real Estate Development Association

 February 3, 2011, "Top Legal Issues for Tax-Exempt Associations" for the Mid-
Atlantic Society of Association Executives

 December 6, 2010, Mergers, Alliances, Affiliations and Acquisitions for Nonprofit
Organizations: Financial and Legal Issues

 November 10, 2010, "Copyright and Reprint Requests" to the Coalition of Education
Association Publications

 November 3, 2010, "Cyberspace Risk: What You Don't Know Could Hurt You,"
Nonprofit Risk Management Center

 September 24, 2010, "Doing Business in a Changing Economy: Contracts, Liability,
and Understanding Risk," at the 2010 Annual Association Law Symposium in
Washington, DC

 September 21, 2010, "Legal Aspects/Issues of Social Networking and Media
Platforms" at the Texas Society of Association Executives Annual Conference

 September 20, 2010, "Best Practices for Negotiating Meeting Contracts in the
Current Economy" at the Texas Society of Association Executives Annual
Conference

 August 24, 2010, "Association Alliances, Partnerships and Mergers" at the 2010
Annual Meeting & Expo of the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE)



 August 14, 2010, "Overview of Association Law" at the National Institute of
Governmental Purchasers Annual Conference

 August 4, 2010, "Avoiding Legal Pitfalls When Using On-Line Social Media" for the
Indiana Grantmakers Alliance, in collaboration with various State Grantmakers
Alliances

 April 13, 2010, Legal Quick Hit: “Best Practices for Negotiating Hotel Contracts in
the Current Economy” for the Association of Corporate Counsel's Nonprofit
Organizations Committee

 December 10, 2009, Two presentations on hotel contracts at PMPI’s 4th Annual
Mid-Atlantic Conference and Expo (MACE)

 September 25, 2009, American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) Annual
Association Law Symposium

 June 22, 2009, Building Member and Supporter Buy-In Through Improved
Governance Practices

 June 9, 2009, Legal Quick Hit: Copyright Law Basics and Pitfalls for Nonprofits

 April 16, 2009, Steering Clear of the Most Common Legal Hazards in Hotel,
Convention Center and Meeting Contracts

 November 18, 2008, Association of Corporate Counsel Webcast: The Ten Most
Common Online Legal Pitfalls for Nonprofits ... and How to Avoid Them

 2008, "Developing Security Policies and Procedures to Protect Member Data" at the
2008 ASAE Association Technology Conference & Expo, Washington, DC

 2007, "Overtime for Employees on Travel" at the Association of Corporate Counsel
"Legal Quick Hit"

 2007, "Board of Directors' Responsibilities" at the 2007 Society for Women's Health
Research Board Orientation, Washington, DC

 2007, "Legal Considerations in Nonprofit Mergers" at the Association of Corporate
Counsel "Legal Quick Hit"

 2007, "Understanding and Managing Fiduciary Responsibility" at the 2007 Finance
and Administration Roundtable, Washington, DC

 2007, "Update on Hotel Contracts: Attrition and Other Key Issues" at the
Association of Corporate Counsel "Legal Quick Hit"

 2007, "Intellectual Property Challenges in the Life of an Association" at the 2007
ASAE Annual Association Law Symposium, Washington, DC

 2006, "Legal Issues for Nonprofit Organizations" at the American College of
Cardiology, 2006 General Scientific Session, Atlanta, Georgia

 2006, "Contracts Insurance & Liability: What Every Meeting Professional Should
Know" at the 2006 ASAE Meetings Management Institute Issues in Hotel Meeting
Contracts, ASAE Hotel Operations Program, Washington, DC

 2006, "Opening General Session Panel: The Year in Review - Legal Style" at the 2006
ASAE Finance & Business Operations Symposium, Baltimore, MD



Thomas J. Raffa 
Engagement Partner 

Thomas J. Raffa is Founder and Managing Partner of Raffa, which he 
founded specifically to service the nonprofit community.  During his 30-
year career, Tom has provided accounting, auditing, tax services and 
business consulting to the nonprofit sector, conducting studies on 
management structure, internal and operational controls, and management 
information systems.  Many Raffa clients have also enlisted Tom’s 
assistance in assembling compensation and fringe benefits packages, 
executive compensation and retirement plans, fundraising efforts, 
investment policies, and financial projections.  

To complement Raffa’s service offerings, Tom founded two affiliate 
organizations, Raffa Financial Services, Inc. (RFSI) and Raffa Wealth 
Management (RWM).  RFSI, formed in 1999, provides insurance and 
investment products and services, while RWM, started in 2005, provides 
investment consulting and financial planning to private foundations and 
high-wealth individuals who support the nonprofit sector. 

In 2008 Tom was voted CPA of the Year by his professional peers and was 
given the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Alliance for Nonprofit 
Management.  His professional and volunteer support of nonprofits has 
garnered him several other recent awards including Volunteer Achievement 
Award from the Accountants for the Public Interest and SmartCPA two 
years running from SmartCEO Magazine.  In 2007 he was also one of four 
finalists for the 2007 Community Service Award covering Virginia, 
Maryland and Washington, DC.   

Tom shares his expertise through articles in national publications such as 
The Nonprofit Quarterly, The Nonprofit Times and the Chronicle of Philanthropy 
which cover issues affecting the nonprofit sector.  He also has been an 
instructor and speaker for many nonprofit training programs and 
conferences and various Federal agencies 

With a CPA certificate from the District of Columbia and a license to 
practice in 6 states, Tom is an active member of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants, its Taxation Division and the subcommittee 
on nonprofit taxation.  He is also a founding board member of the Alliance 
for Nonprofit Management and the Alliance for Nonprofit Insurance. 

Tom is a graduate of Georgetown University, member of the Georgetown 
University Alumnae Admissions Program, and has been a mentor at the 
Georgetown University McDonough Business School for more than 15 
years.   
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